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Most of those who have hitherto dwelt at Sillery
will remove to St. Frangois—only a hundred per-
sons, those who are most aged, remaining at their
former home. The governor of Canada, La Barre,
is aiding the Abenaki immigration, hoping that these
savages will be allies of the French against the
Iroquois, with whom war is imminent.

Bigot expresses his surprise that so little disorder
or misconduct exists among the Abenaki immigrants,
who are coming in so great numbers. An entry in this
current account of affairs, dated apparently early in
August, states that many of these savages have gone
to fight against the Iroquois, as part of La Barre’s
futile expedition against the Senecas—an enterprise
in which the Abenakis acquit themselves well.

For the instruction of all the new arrivals Bigot
and his helper, Gassot, would not suffice, if it were
not for the aid of the Christian Indians, who are
full of zeal for the conversion of their pagan friends.
Bigot gives some account of his methods of instruc-
tion and exhortation; among these are ‘‘ some In-
structions on Hell, by means of certain Mournful
Songs and some spectacular representations, which
have had considerable influence upon our savages.
I have tried to express in these Mournful Songs all
that is best fitted, according to the Idea of the
savages, to torment one damned.”” Some Gaspesians
have also come to Sillery this year, ‘‘ to most of
whom God has granted the grace to die there.” Le
Clercq, the Récollet missionary in their country,
desires to induce all those savages to migrate to
Sillery. There is much sickness at this mission,
and the Fathers can do little to alleviate the distress
among their people. Bigot says: ‘‘ I must content



